
 

 

 

These rate charts are intended for the 24, 36 and 42-inch wide Gandy Turf Tender® drop spreaders with a 
snap-off stainless steel variable rate bottom with Cam Gauge.  
 

They are starting points for finding the gauge setting for your Gandy Turf Tender®. 
 
 

CALIBRATION 
 

It is the responsibility of the operator to properly calibrate the spreader before applying any materials 
and to follow all safety guidelines and restrictions for all material being applied. 
 

Failure to do so may cause under or over application of material which can affect how the product 
performs and or effect the environment through water runoff.   
 

The attached charts are to serve only as guides in initial calibration settings. 
 

 
 

A few minutes invested in calibrating before application gives the most effective use of your product  
being applied to make the most of your turf maintenance efforts. 
 
 

Remember:  

• Flow rates of material being applied can change because of: 
 Formulations vary within the same brand or between brands 
 Formulations vary between batches or years of manufacture 
 Atmospheric conditions can alter the flow-ability of material 
 Poor equipment cleaning / maintenance can change flow-ability of material 
 Improper cam gauge settings 
 Human error causes miscalculation of rate 
 
 

To Calibrate: (See Instructions on the Following Pages) 

• Catch material for weighing.  Do not apply directly to field. 

• Plan the material you need for quick calibration. 
 Example: Scale, catch pan, tarps, distance measured or timing device. 

• Calibration takes minimal time if you are prepared to do it correctly. 
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Calibration / Application Instructions 
 

1. Determine Push / Pull Speed of Application: 
 

 Determine the speed at which you are going to push or pull the spreader.   
 The speed at which you travel has direct effect on the rate you apply.   
 Note: Average slow walking speed is about 2 to 2-1/2 miles per hour for reference. 
 Try to walk a fairly consistence speed each time.  
 When pulling the spreader with a lawn mower or small tractor that does not have a speedometer make sure  
 you use the same gear and throttle settings for each pass to control your application speed. 
 With the same cam gauge setting, the rate of application at one mile per hour is twice that at two miles per hour. 
 Example: If you calibrate for 2-1/2 mph but apply at 5 mph you will only apply half your desired application rate. 
 Likewise, if you calibrate for 5 mph but apply at 2-1/2 mph you will double your application rate. 
 Use chart below to determine your speed by distances traveled in one minute.  
 

 
 

1 mph 
 

2 mph 
2-1/2 
mph 

3 mph 
3-1/2 
mph 

4 mph 
4-1/2 
mph 

5 mph 
 

Traveled in 1 min. 
 

88 Ft. 
 

176 Ft. 220 Ft. 264 Ft. 308 Ft. 352 Ft. 396 Ft. 440 Ft. 
 

 

2. Determine Rate of Application:  
 See the product label on the bag of material you wish to apply to determine your rate of application,  
 safety guidelines for handling the material and any restrictions for applying. 
 Note: Most products are listed in pounds applied per 1,000 square feet.   
 

Conversion Chart 
If Rate expressed in: Multiply By: To Get Rate in: 

Pounds Per Acre x .023 Pounds Per 1,000 sq. ft. 

Pounds Per 100 sq. ft. x 10 Pounds Per 1,000 sq. ft. 

Pounds Per 1,000 sq. ft. x 43.6 Pounds Per Acre 

Kilograms Per Hectare x .21 Pounds Per 1,000 sq. ft. 

Kilograms Per 100 sq. ft. x 20.8 Pounds Per 1,000 sq. ft. 

Reference Note:  1 Acre = 43,560 square feet. 
 

3. Setting Cam Gauge 
 Refer to the rate charts supplied for a suggested starting cam gauge setting. 
 If the desired material is not listed in the charts you will have to calibrate that material with the spreader.  
 Note: The term “gauge setting” refers to the numbers stamped into the cam gauge as shown in picture below. 
  

 Move cam gauge away from the stop (close bottom openings) before attempting to adjust.   
 Loosen wing nut and turn cam gauge to desired number, using the top surface of the stop as the  
 setting indicator and then tighten wing nut.  See picture of cam gauge set at “65”. 
 

 For example, if the spreader is to be used with the bottom completely open, the  cam 
gauge would be turned until the graduating mark directly opposite the number 80 is in 
line with the top edge of the stop.   

 Likewise, if the spreader were to be half open, the graduation mark opposite the 
 number 40 would be in line with the top edge of the stop.   
 Note: Numbers on the cam gauge DO NOT represent any application rate, they are 

reference numbers only for setting repeatability. 
 

 You can “fine tune” the application rate with precision.   
 You can adjust the cam gauge so it is set in between the marks.   
 This opens the bottom half the distance as the full mark.    
 The fine adjustments are possible because the cam gauge is attached directly to the slide.   
 

 Remember the settings in the rate charts are only guide lines for beginning calibration. 
 Formulations (size of material) can vary from brands, batches and from year to year. 
 It is the responsibility of the operator to properly calibrate the spreader before applying any materials.   
 Caution: When applying high potency fertilizers that will burn, be sure to be moving when beginning application. 
 Check your results as outlined in Step 4 and make adjustments as necessary. 



 

4. Check Rate 
 

 It is the responsibility of the operator to properly calibrate the spreader before applying any material. 
 Making a precision application is simply a matter of filling up the hopper, moving the lever so the cam gauge is  
 against the stop, walking or driving at your selected speed, and double checking your application rate.  
 It is important that you check your rate to see that the setting you have chosen from the charts are giving you the 
 results you want.  Atmospheric conditions alone can affect the flow of materials. 
  Most rates are listed in pounds applied per 1,000 square feet.   
 Note: Always move the cam gauge away from the stop (bottom closed) before attempting to set the cam gauge. 
 

Check Your Rates Using the Optional Factory Calibration Pan:  
  

24” Turf Tender® Drop Spreader (Part #28248584 for 24” Spreader) 

• Attach Optional Gandy Calibration Pan Under Spreader 

• Fill Spreader Full 

• Push or Pull Spreader 50 Feet 

• Weigh the Amount of Material That Was Caught in the Calibration Pan 

• Multiply That Weight x 10 to Get Pounds of Material Applied Per 1,000 square feet 

36” Turf Tender® Drop Spreader (Part #28368584 for 36” Spreader) 

• Attach Optional Gandy Calibration Pan Under Spreader 

• Fill Spreader Full 

• Push or Pull Spreader 50 Feet 

• Weigh the Amount of Material That Was Caught in the Calibration Pan 

• Multiply That Weight x 6.7 to Get Pounds of Material Applied Per 1,000 square feet 

42” Turf Tender® Drop Spreader (Part #28428584 for 42” Spreader) 

• Attach Optional Gandy Calibration Pan Under Spreader 

• Fill Spreader Full 

• Push or Pull Spreader 50 Feet 

• Weigh the Amount of Material That Was Caught in the Calibration Pan 

• Multiply That Weight x 5.7 to Get Pounds of Material Applied Per 1,000 square feet 

If necessary, adjust cam gauge up or down and check again.   
 

Calibration: (Know Area) 
It is recommended that when calibrating chemical or fertilizer to not apply directly to the ground.  
Lay down a large tarp or drop cloth to collect all material to be reused after calibrating. 
Make sure you have enough material to refill the spreader. 
 

• Fill the spreader level full 

• Weigh the bag of material (remaining amount of material left in bag) and write that down 

• Treat a known area, such as 1,000 square feet. 

• Refill spreader level full (same level as last fill) 

• Weigh the remaining bag of material (remaining amount of material left in bag) and write that down 

• Subtract the left over weight from the starting weight, this is what you applied in pounds per 1,000 square feet 

If necessary, adjust cam gauge up or down and check again.   
 

You can check on smaller areas, such as 500 sq. ft. or 250 sq. ft., using 1/2 or 1/4 of the rate per 1,000 sq. ft.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Maintenance & Cleaning for Turf Tenders® 
 

 General Maintenance: 
• Check all bolts for tightness periodically. 

• Always empty hopper when finished.   

• Never leave fertilizer, chemical or treated seed in the spreader. These materials can corrode or rust the spreader. 

• By not properly cleaning / maintaining the spreader can also affect flow-ability of material being applied. 
 

 Cleaning: 
Always follow all safety guidelines listed on the product label of material used in spreader when cleaning. 

 

 Untreated Seed: No coating (chemical / fertilizer) on seed. 
If spreader is only used for seeding untreated seed and the shut-off lever moves freely all that is needed to do is 
wipe out or rinse out the seed dust and let spreader dry before using again.  

  

 Chemical, Fertilizer or Treated Seed:   
 It is recommended to do a more thorough cleaning by disassembling spreader.   
 See Operators Manual and Parts & Assembly Manual for more information. 
 

 
 
 

Conversion Chart for Scotts Products: 
(Chart also attached to spreader.) 
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